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INT CHIEFS UNDER FIRE®
The Central Intelligence agency, the
resident, the Cuban invasion leaders;
"the communications arrangements, the
strategy, the tactics, and the morality|
of the idea have all been blamed . ox
questioned in the aftermath of the)
‘pathetic attempt to overthrow the Cas-

rihe episode has only.
4l by the passage of
time, they have'g
in thé neck from the cohgressional
critics. IS - i
A senator who J@ard the secret tes-|
timomy of Gen. Lyman L. Lemnitzel, |
chairman of the joiM chiefs, given Fri-|
~day in Washington 1} the Latin Amier-!
_ican affairs subcomniifjee of the Sen-:

‘ate foreign'relatiogs committee,}
“emerged inwl;'fh.g%g%{@%ahd called ,
\for the removal of all the jdint chiefs.’

1 Sen, M aave.. of Tennese¢, who:
feels this way-about the way the Cuban;
debacle was produced, is not at sll:

joined in this view by others who heard

the same testimony from General Lem-’

| nitzer, but Wﬂém is the kind that
'is stirring up the biggest storri yet:
| ovef this €4d, chapter. But While the.
otHers “Who feard the testimony did;
not all immeidately ask for every-|
body's head on-a platter, there Was
 great surprise and dismay at the re-:
!view. of the situalion provided by Gen-:
leral Lemnitzéy. ~ © . y
| And all ‘this rumpus albout secret!
testimony provideé‘._‘the American-pub-
lic, paying the $40,000,000,000-plus de-'
fense bill for the “mightiest power on,
earth,” with no additlonal light on the
subject. T e ‘~

It ig certainly hi time ‘that, some
seffiblance of an explnation wae giv-

\en, bt in the meAfiiine an explana‘’
tion can be attemptes, at-‘where the
joint chiefs of ¥taff stand in.the Amer-
ican defense system. First of all, un-
der General Lemnitzer, as chairman,!

{

force, Adm. Arleigh A. Burke of the;
navy, and’ Gen. George Decker of the%
army. Gen. David M. Shoupgof the;

N

‘marine corps sits with the chiefs, al-

{ role of representing a particular serv-,

.manship.
g0 regime. We,ptum of the' -
ik &, Probably because’

. . . < "terms. E

.| ‘about its effectiveness. It is, debated '¢TmS. Eventually he tyr
w really caught it, ‘heatedly at those times when inter,fection of making the joint chiefs more'e
‘gervice rivalries go beyond the degre£

‘of healthy competition and are see

to interfere with the overall efficien-¥IN& out of defense policje
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| The Tatter duty j , :
a4 i on L duly js mentioned becaiise’
though he is not a member, to partici-: § one thgt .
pate in the discussion oft mar}ne cf:oig: "
airs. General Lemnitzer is 0 I _
:gny and was its former chief of staff, ,:lf:‘:l:;d from th
but the chairman is cast outside his® 4 € separate members, | |
¢ ithe chairman, have gq often ‘felt the ;1
jce when he is elevated to the chair-« g’jige(}ntt(; ;elzrgsent their service’s speci-
co R St in defense plans |
This point about the membership{{;}fthanb to cast themselves Ss ﬁdgr::hgi
representation of particular servicesis ’%d e GSF overall defense policy. Pres;. }
the center of debate about the role of ent - Eisenhower wrestled with ¢,
the joint chiefs of staff, as well - as ‘Problem intermittently during hig tw: {

l

ned in the dj-

Suthoritative,

as repr i h
lent and defe presenting the presi.,

nse secretary, in the car-

i i L i , than ad- f
cv and economy of the gigantic de-.l.Sory.m the sense of the; s, t i
\Ignse establishment. . {18 points of view, their r epresent- '
. The joint chiefs of staff were for-i - - - - _ - b
mally created out of the National Se-
curity act of 1947 and its amendments |
\of 1949, although the idea had its roots!
iin the overall staff arrangements devel-;.
.oped durjng World War 11, They vqere*;
‘originally described as the princ1pal"
military advisers to the president, the
‘National Security council, and the sec-,
‘retary of defenge. They are td prepare,
‘strategic plans and‘prgvide for the]
strategic direction of the . military,
forces; prepare joint logistic plansrla‘n.d;
assign to the military services loglatic’
'responsibilities in accordancd with-
isuch .plans;. establish - unified com-:
'mands in strategic areas; réview’l.na-é
jor material and personnel require-;
ments of the military forces in accords
ance with strategic and logistic plaps;i
formulate policies for the joint train-’
iing of the military. forces; fo;mglate !
policies for “tosfdinating the military’
education of members of the military:
forces, and provide U.S. representation
on the U.N. military staff committeg, |
A large order, it sppears. The chair-]
man is appointed by the president withi
the advice and consent of the Senate!
and while holding such office takes
precedence over all other: officers of}
the armed services. Presiding officer,
he provides the meeting agendas and;
\Itells the secretary of defense and the;r

president when the c11ig7£§7c;anniot'3glfe. !
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